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SECDEF: FOR ASD/ISAs CINCEUR FOR ECMA

SUBJECTT GENERAL' OUFKIR ON MOROCCAN MILITARY POLICY AND USe
MOROCCAN RELAT]ONS

REF3 RABAT 4091

SUMMARY 1

MOROCCAN COMMANDER KENITRA BASE AMEKRANE TOLD MUSLO

CHIEF AUGUST |1 THAT MINDEF OUFKIR: RECASTING GOM MILITARY
POLICY INTO FIRM PRO-US/WESTERN ANTIaSOVIET MOLDe AMEKRANE
SAID QUFKIR DEPENDING ON: MUSLO IN THIS EFFORT AND ASKED WE
STANDBY FOR IMMINENT MEETINGs SEVEN DAYS LATER, AUGUST

18, MEETING TOOK PLACE. OUFKIR TOLD MUSLC CKIEF AND
POLTTICAL COUNSELOR ME WILL DO ALL POSSIHBLE TO FROMOTE CLOSE
COCPERATION AND: COORDINATION WITH USGe HE $Sa1D NOUN-
ALTGNMENT NOT REALISTIC, THAT GOM LINING U2 WITH US%s AND
THAT MOROCCO COULD SERVE US-MILITARY INTERESTS IN MEDITEK-
RANEANe FINALLY, HE SAID HE RELYING ON MUR .0 E0R ADVICE

AND RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDING FY' 7] CREULT PURIHASESs

1T NOT CLEAR IF QUFKIR SPEAKS FOR KInGs BUT HIS OVERTURE
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REQUIRES CAREFUL HANDLINGs REC
FUL BUT NDT ENTHUSIASTIC RESPON

e« RFERENCE IN REFTE[ TO POSSIBLE Ma 0& CHANGE IN REQUIREs
MENTS AND POLICIES OF GOM MILITARY NEAuﬁﬂbA[P WAS BASED

ON REPORT THAT LT+COL» AMEKRANEs MORUCCAN CUMMANDER

KENITRA BASEs GAVE T0o ¢cHIEZF “ysLD ON 2UGUST |1 OF CONVERSAS
TION HE HAD HAD WITH MIVIJTF" QF DEFEMNSE “ENERAL OUFKIR ON
AUBUST 12+ AMEKRANE SAID HE HMAD BEEWN ﬁIu»cTrD BY QUFKIR -
Ty CONTACT CHJEF MUSLO FOR PURPOSE SETERMIANING WHAT

USG' COULD DO FOR MORQCCC» CUFKIR kﬁsf'?fe To AVE SAID
MOROCC: IS ANTI-COMMUNIST» DCES NOT WANT 7O &g DEPENDENT

OGN SOVIET UNION, DOES NOT WANT USSR TU 48 IN COMMAND nF
MEDITERRANEAN, AND THAT HE WANTED MOROCCO TQ BE INTEGRATED
INTO WESTERN DEFENSE, ACCORCING TC AMEKRANE, OUFKIR SAID

HE WANTED TO PLAY SAME GAME WITH US THAT ALGERIA HAS BEEN

PLAYING WITH SOVIET UNIONs IN WHICH ALGERIA WAS BEEN GIVEN
s LOT OF SOVIET EQUIPMENT THAT IS BEING CPERATED BY SQOVIET
MILTTARYe QUFKIR FURTHER REPORTEDLY STATED"WE ARE AND
ALWAYS WILL BE A WESTERN COUNTRY AND MUST HAVE STABILITY»
AND IN COOPERATION WITH THE US DEVELOP OUR COUNTRY."

2: AMEKRANE ALSO SAIpD QUFKIR WANTED MUSLO TO MAKE

COMPLETE FORCE STUDY OF  HIS ENTIRE MILITARY ORGANIZATION,
WAS CANCELLING ALL: PRIQRITIES OF CREDIT PURCHASES AND WAS
POSTPONING TRIP OF MDRROCAN DELEGATION TO UoS. HE QUOTED
OUFKIR AS SAYING HE WOULD WELCOME AMERICAN MILITARY

PRESENCE IN MOROCCO AND WANTED A LARGE ADVISORY GRGUP SUCH AS
[RAN HAS. WHEN ASKED WHETHER QUFKIR HAD TO HAVE APPROVAL

OF. KING, AMEKRANE SAID KING HAEFMRAVUED QUFKIR WITH DEVELOP=
MENT OF ARMED FORCES, GIVEN ™IM CARTE BLANC,AND DELEGATED
DECISION MAKING: AUTHORITY TO WIM« CHIEF MUSLO WA3 ADVISED

HE WOULD BE CALLED FOR A MEETING WITH GEINERAL CUFCIR WITHIN
72 HCURSe WE DID NOT REPORT THESE DETAILS &7 T[ME BECAUSE
WE! WAITING FOR CONFIRMATION, WHICH WAS LXPESTED MOMENTARILY,
FROM QUFKIR HIMSELF.

3 SUBSEQUENTLY} AFTER SEVEN HAYS WaTi, @&
RECEiVED.CHIEF MUSLO AND EMBASSY FPLLITILa:
LONG LUNCH-= _

EON. CONVERSATION AUGUST 1&eAMEKRAME a(8C PRESYNTY

_—
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GENERAL OUFKIR MADE IT CLEAR GU I8 UNDURTAL S (OAPLETE
REVISION OF MILITARY BUDGET ANJ £3UlPM: PPIGR!TEaEJ‘AND

THAT HE WILL DO EVERYTHING PUSSIBLE 70 FURTHYER CLOSE COOPERA=
TION AND COORDINATION WITH U3Go FOLLOWING REPORTS wiI3 POLITICAL
COMMENTARY AND HIGHLIGHTS OF MILITARY STATMENTSe DETAILS

OF MILITARY ASPECTS OF CONVERSATION 3FING R&PORTED

SERPARATELY.

5e DURING DETAILED DISCWSSIGN OF BEST WaY TO SPEND $15»020,000 FY
1971 CQEDIT FUNDS,0UFKIR STATED REGIONAL

PRIORITIES WERE BEING CANCELLED AND THAT H& WAS GOING TO RELY
ON MUSLO'S RECOMMENDATIONS RE ALLOCATION 3F FUNDSe OUFKIR
STRESSED VIEW THAT MAIN MISSION OF MORQCCAN ARMED FORCES

1S DEFENSIVE AND THAT OBJECTIVE OF PROGRAM SHOULD BE 7O

HELP: PROVIDE SUITABLE AND PRACTICAL MATERIALW HE DID NOTsFOR
EXAMPLE, WANT "SCHOOL FOR ASTRONAUTS,"™ BUT RATHER TO INCLUDE
WHERE' POSSIBLE MATERIAL THAT ALSOCOULD BE USED FOR ClIvIiC
ACTIONe HERE HE CITED WELICOPTERS WITH FLEXIBILITY FOR MILITARY
ACTION AND CIVILIAN ASSISTANCE, E+Gs SEACCH AND RESCUE»

MEDICAL EVACUATION» AND DISASTER ASSISTANCEs HE ALSO CITED
NEED:

FORCOMMUNICATION NEWTWORK TO REACH ALL' UNITS AND AN

ALTERNATE HEADQUARTERS CAPABILITY. IN ALLUSION TO SKHIRAT, HE
QUIPPED "IN CASE THEY TAKE OVER MY ETAT-JAJOR, I'LL STILL

HAVE ONE."™

5e¢ STRESSING DESIRE FOR CLOSE' AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH USG,
QUFKIR SAID THAT IN HIS OPINION NON=ALIGNMENT IS NOT A REALISTIC
POLICY IN A WORLD DOMINATED BY TWO GREAT POWERSs AND THAT
DEBPITE. IDEAS PREVALENT IN MANY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, HE
THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TD BE ON' ONE SIDE OR THE OTHERs MORSCCOS

HE REITERATED, IS VERY: DEFINITELY ON US SIDE+e HE NOTgb FORMER

US SAC BASES WERE DETERIORATING AND ALLUDED TO POSSIB;- us

NEED FOR THESE BASES IN CRISISe IN FURTHES 3TATZmgnNT RELATED

TO KENITRAs» HE DECLARED "AS LONG AS I AM 4ERS YOU NILL HAVE

NO WORRIES ABQUY THE BASES."
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6+ OUFKIR: SAID: THAT 1N|HIS PERSONAL. OPINION, MOROCCO SHOULD
BE: A. MEMBER OF ONLY TWD INTERNATTONAL ORGANIZATIONS» THE UN
AS A. MEMBER: OF THE" WORLD COMMUNITY, AND THE OQAU: TO FACILITATE
RELATIONS WITH AFRICAN STATESe FROM: A MOROCCAN POLITICAL
STANDPOINT, HE: REGRETFULLY ADDED» IT ALSO NECESSARY TO REMAIN
IN ARAB LEAGUE>

79 SAYING' THAT MOROCCO IS A-SMALLI PART OF: THE: FREE WORLDs» OUFKIR
NOTED' THE' NEED TO PROTECT ITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITYe HE STRESSED
MOROCCO'S POSITION ON THE MEDITERRANEAN, AND' EMPHASIZED THE
STRATEGIC. INTEREST OF THIS POSITION TO US.NOTING STATEMENTS BY
SOME: PEOPLE THAT MED]TERRANEAN SHOULD BE FOR PECPLE GF MERITe:
ERRANEAN COUNTRIESs HE SAID THAT MOROCCO COULD ACT FOR AMERICRNG
BY ASSUMPTION OF PART OF US NAVY MISSIONs USING AS AN EXAMPLE

HE READ FROM MESSAGE HE' HAD RECEIVED DURING LUNCH REPORTING
2?RESENCE- OF SOVIET NAVAL VESSELS' ANCHORED OFFi AL HOCEIMAs WE
EMPHASIZED NEED FOR PATROL BOATSs OLD OR NEW, TO PERFORM
MISSIONS SUCH AS RECONNAISANCE AND' COMMUNICATIONS.

8+REVISING MOROCCAN ARMED FORCES?® PAST LUKEWARM: ATTI Une
TOWARD MUSLOs OUFKIR MADE CLEAR HIS DESIRE FOR CLOSE WORKING

RELATIONSHIPS WITH IT, AND SAID HE WOULD RELAY ON. MUSLO FOR
MANY STUDIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDING FY 71 CREDIT

-y

S3AIHOYY TYNOILYN JHL 1V g30naodd3y



DECLASSIFIED

PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
September 6, 2007

Department of State TEI.EGRAM

PAGE @2 RABAT Q4204 @2 OF: 82 1917592

PURCHASES» HE MADE NUMEROUS HELPFUL DECISIONS ON SPOT
{REPORTED: IN SEPTEL

9+ COMMENT: WE DO NOT KNOW HOW MUCH OUFKIR SPEAKS. FOR.
KING: {(WHOM HE DID: NOT MENTION DURING CONVERSATION) AND HOW
MUCH' HE ISFREE=WHEELINGs BUT HIS: STATEMENTS BEAR OUT
EXPECTATION THAT MOROCCAN REGIME WOULD SEEK TO DRaW CLOSER
TO US: IN. AFTERMATH 'JULY 1@ ATTEMPTED COUP (RABAT 3815)¢
BELIEVE WE MUST BE VERY CAREFUL HOW WE' RESPOND TO THIS
OVERTURE. WHILE' WE WELCOME OPRORTUNITY INJECT ELEMENT OF
RATIONALITY INTO MOROCCAN MILTTARY PLANNING, OUFKIR IS NOT
MOST POPULAR MAN IN KINGDOM AND WE OBVIOUSLY DO NOT WANT
TO GET IN BED WITH HIMs SUGGEST OUR RESPONSES BE CORRECT
AND HELPFUL» BUT NOT ENTHUSIASITCs GP=4 '
ROCKWELL!
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